THE RACHEL CARSON CENTER REVIEW
[ssue #2 | 2022

December

SPRINGS

=
-
-
&
a
»

-

© Alison Pouliot and Valérie Chételat




EARTHWORM

Sumana Roy

Springs

The Rachel Carson Center Review

2 « 2022

Earthworm

DOI: 10.5282/rcc-springs-2531



https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc-springs-2531

Springs: The Rachel Carson Center Review | Issue #2 | 2022

Sumana Roy

S

N1

Angeles Martinez Pomata, Stratified Soil, 2018. Oil on canvas, 24 x 19 cm.
Courtesy of the artist. All rights reserved.

Earthworm

From here, life seems like background noise,
speech a fossil from a disobedient time,
cleanliness a bed for the frail and aging.

And light a lazy animal that often stops to rest -
it has no curiosity, it never travels underground.
Without skeleton, like the night,

without colour, like tanned water,

its form seems like a first draft.

Legs would be jail, ears too much to feed,

a resinous responsibility.

Not sun, not moon, not time's gossip,

but the faded dark gives it rhythm,

as if it were soil’s translucent twin.

Like a straw it ferries soil,

secreting it as roundlets,

as if they were the earth’s fleece.

The soil’s saint,

it moves as if life were as

so that when severed into

it dies, almost apologetic tor being alive,
hinting that not all parts of us die at the same time.
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Springs: The Rachel Carson Center Review is an open-access online publication for
peer-reviewed articles, creative nonfiction, and artistic contributions that showcase
the work of the Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society (RCC) and its
community across the world. In the spirit of Rachel Carson, it publishes sharp writing
with an impact. Surveying the interrelationship between environmental and social
changes from a wealth of disciplines and perspectives, it is a place to share rigorous
research, test out fresh ideas, question old ones, and to advance public and scholarly
debates in the environmental humanities and beyond.
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